
 

     
      

 
 

  
 

         

         

       

   

   
 

  
  

    
    

    
 

   
 

    
    
   

   
    

  
   

   
 

   
 

      
       
        
     

    
    

    
 

           

            

        

MINUTES OF MEETING 
CORY LAKES 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

The Board of Supervisors of the Cory Lakes Community Development District held a 

Virtual Public Meeting on September 17, 2020 at 6:00 p.m., remotely, via Zoom, at 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86353321450 and 1-929-205-6099, Meeting ID 863 5332 1450. 

Present were: 

Jorge Castillo Chair 
Sudhir (Sid) Shah Vice Chair 
Sheila Haque Assistant Secretary 
David Burman Assistant Secretary 
Bob Woodards Assistant Secretary 

Also present were: 

Chuck Adams District Manager 
Phil Chang District Engineer 
John Hall Facilities Manager 
Amanda Schewe Office Administrator 
John Sigona Allied Security 
A.J. Forbes Resident/Security Committee Member 
Sheryl Springer Resident/Security Committee Member 
Harry Ramphal Resident/POA President 

Residents present were: 

Anoop Reddy Rene Fontcha Dan Wolnik Parag Shah 
Ron Acoff Jim Carol Roy Sevalia Carlos Guzman 
Amir Patel Roberta Carol A.G. Patel Cynthia McIntyre 
Kara Greco 

FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS Call to Order/Roll Call 

Mr. Castillo called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Supervisors Castillo, Shah, Haque 

and Burman were present. Supervisor Woodards was not present at roll call. In consideration 

of the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting was being held virtually, via Zoom, and telephonically, 

Disclaimer: Readers should be aware that these summary minutes are intended 
to provide highlights of topic discussions and items being considered. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86353321450


     

 

        

     

   

 

     
 

         

      

 

      
 

        

      

           

          

    

     

 

       
  

 
            

            

      

       

    

       

              

           

          

          

        

CORY LAKES CDD September 17, 2020 

as permitted under the Florida Governor’s Executive Orders, which allow local governmental 

public meetings to occur by means of communications media technology, including video 

conference and telephonically. 

SECOND ORDER OF BUSINESS Chairman’s Opening Comments 

Mr. Castillo reminded residents to comment on agenda items at the beginning of the 

meeting and on non-agenda items at the end of the meeting. 

THIRD ORDER OF BUSINESS Other Supervisors’ Opening Comments 

Mr. Shah stated that he obtained several hurricane season guidebooks from the County 

and would leave them at the Clubhouse for interested residents. 

Mr. Burman stated that Election Day is November 3rd and encouraged all residents to 

vote at the Beach Club rather than by mail or at other sites or risk losing the convenience of 

voting in their own precinct. 

Mr. Woodards joined the meeting. 

FOURTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Public Comments (agenda items) [3 
minutes per speaker] 

Resident Anoop Reddy asked if Cory Lake Isles (CLI) would be switching to asphalt roads. 

Mr. Castillo stated that was the rumor but the only progress on road improvements was that 

the District obtained high-level estimates for three options; community input would be 

required prior to proceeding with the project. Supervisors Shah, Burman and Haque reinforced 

that no decisions have been made regarding the roads. 

Resident Rene Fontcha stated there were rumors that the City of Tampa (COT) would 

fund the road improvements and voiced his opinion that, if that happens, CDD roads would be 

considered public, resulting in opened gates, which would devalue the community. He urged 

the Board to not allow the City to fund the project, as he felt it would end up like Heritage Isle. 

Mr. Adams stated that, generally, the decision to convey road improvements to the local 

municipality is made in the construction phase of a community and, in the CDD’s case, it would 
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CORY LAKES CDD September 17, 2020 

have precluded the ability to install the gatehouses. By definition, the CDD–owning the roads as 

a governmental entity, makes them public. However, in the eyes of the local municipality, 

because they do not own or operate them, they consider them private roads. 

Mr. Adams stated incoming motorists are engaged in a reasonable interview process at 

the gate and there is a technology package that records visitors entering the CDD, with time-

stamps and recording license plate and driver license data to deter those who may have ill 

intentions. 

Resident Jim Carol asked if voting at the Clubhouse is restricted to only CLI residents. 

Mr. Burman stated only individuals registered for the CLI precinct may vote at the Clubhouse. 

Resident A.G. Patel voiced his opinion that a Finance Committee is not necessary, as the 

CDD Board is comprised of five duly-elected resident Board Members who are capable of 

managing the budget. If the Board decides to approve a Finance Committee, he felt that 

guidelines should be created and the next Board of Supervisors should approve it. Mr. Castillo 

concurred that the next Board should determine the necessity of a Finance Committee. This 

would be addressed in further detail later in the agenda. 

▪ Update: Drainage Issues in Capri Isle 

This item, previously the Tenth Order of Business, was presented out of order. 

Referencing an email from the District Counsel, Mr. Adams stated that Kolter has 

indicated that they will engage a civil engineer and Ryan Homes (RH) to help resolve the 

drainage issue in Capri Isle (CI). All parties agree that swales must be installed. Kolter and RH 

were securing proposals of their own and would follow up with District Staff in a few weeks. 

Mr. Adams stated that he submitted a letter to the Southwest Florida Water Management 

District (SWFWMD) requesting a 90-day extension but no feedback was received thus far. Mr. 

Chang stated that he requested quotes in case Kolter or RH do not actually do the work. In 

response to a question, Mr. Adams stated that a $34,000 quote was received. Mr. Hall gave an 

update on communications with homeowners who were not cited. Discussion ensued regarding 

identifying all lots with drainage issues, notifying Kolter to check all of the Isles for drainage 

issues and filing a complaint against the builder and/or RH. Mr. Adams stated the next letter to 

3 



     

 

            

             

      

 

      
   

 
     

     

       

            

     

        

             

    

          

               

           

                 

         

    

              

            

        

          

     

 

      
      

  
 

CORY LAKES CDD September 17, 2020 

Kolter would recommend that they examine the rest of the properties for drainage issues. He 

suggested that homeowners who are not a part of the violation should contact Kolter as well. 

Mr. Chang exited the meeting. 

FIFTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Update: Security Guard Operations – Allied 
Universal Representative 

Mr. John Sigona, of Allied, gave the following update: 

➢ Retention levels were where they were prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

➢ Additional staff was hired to cover clientele needs. 

➢ Allied recently implemented the new Heliux patrol service system that is used by 

officers and prints out real time notifications. 

➢ Guards perform daily vehicle inspections at the start and end of the shifts. 

➢ Feedback from the Board regarding a proposal for an increase in fees that was 

submitted after the previous presentation remained pending. 

Mr. Adams asked about employee retention issues and if Allied wished to increase the 

hourly rate and the blended rate to $17.74, for the current environment and post COVID-19. 

Mr. Sigona stated, in the current environment, recruitment eased somewhat but not very much 

and he still felt it was worth pursuing a higher pay rate for officers to put them on par with 

guards in the area. Discussion ensued regarding guard retention, the rate increase, Allied’s 

staffing issues, additional training, Sunshine Board comments about overworked security 

guards, the budget and the need for further negotiations. Mr. Sigona would confer with his 

management team and provide an update on the fee proposal at the next meeting. Mr. Shah 

asked why residents are getting notices for parking at the clubhouse. Mr. Hall stated the guard 

might have been a bit ambitious; he would follow up with him and have Mr. Sigona enforce it. 

Mr. Adams would include Mr. Sigona on the next agenda. 

SIXTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Continued Discussion: Morris Bridge Third 
Shift Live vs. Virtual Guard Costs Analysis 
(to be Provided Under Separate Cover) 

4 



     

 

           

            

           

       

       

      

         

          

  

 

              
           

  

  
 

             

             

      

    

 

    
   

  

         

       

       

      

     

       

    

  

CORY LAKES CDD September 17, 2020 

Mr. Castillo recalled a suggestion that a live, overnight, security guard at the Morris 

Bridge gate, from 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., would help prevent break-ins. As an average of only 

seven people come through those gates during those hours, the Board is hesitant to make a 

decision on the added expense. The Security Committee suggested placing live guards Thursday 

through Saturday. The budget differential would be $5,736.48 to utilize live guards Thursday 

through Saturday and employ the Envera virtual guard Sunday through Wednesday. 

Discussion ensued regarding continued the resident complaints about break-ins, the lack 

of data from TPD about which entrance burglars used to access the community, Allied’s staffing 

issues and active monitoring from the security cameras. 

On MOTION by Mr. Woodards and seconded by Ms. Haque, with all in favor, 
employing live guards at the Morris Bridge Gate, three days per week, on 
alternate days, was approved. 

Mr. Adams suggested that Mr. Hall and Mr. Forbes create a calendar, in 30 to 60 day 

increments, to inform Allied and Envera of the days that their services are needed to avoid a 

situation where there is no live guard or remote monitoring. 

Mr. Sigona exited the meeting. 

SEVENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Update: Landscape Activities 

Mr. Hall gave the following update: 

➢ CLI received a grade of 96% on the August landscape inspection by OLM. 

➢ Recent rainfall saturated the CDD preventing mowing of several areas. 

➢ The tree program, including trimming of residential and community palms in the 

common areas, would commence in the next few weeks. 

➢ The contractors were doing a fairly good job of maintaining the community. 

Mr. Hall responded to questions regarding the time frame for power-washing the 

sidewalks and cleaning out the gutters. 

5 
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CORY LAKES CDD September 17, 2020 

EIGHTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Update: Ongoing Settlement Discussions in 
the Republic Services Oil Leak Matter 

Mr. Adams reported that, after the previous meeting he communicated the revised 

brackets to Special Counsel who relayed the information to the attorney for Republic Services 

(RS); feedback was pending. Duraguard, the defendant’s contractor, confirmed that their 

$362,833 proposal would cover curb-to-curb repairs; The Board set the brackets for 

transmission to opposing counsel. Mr. Adams would email the Board upon receipt of a 

response from the Special Counsel. 

NINTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Continued Discussion: Reopening of 
District Amenities 

Ms. Schewe gave the following update: 

➢ Pool Hours: Currently 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., which was based on sunrise and sunset, 

per regulations. 

➢ Chairs were removed, as directed, and residents were bringing their own chairs. 

➢ Fitness Center Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., and 9:00 a.m. to 

7:00 p.m., all other days 

➢ One employee was recently relieved of his duties for not showing up. 

TENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Update: Drainage Issues in Capri Isle 

This item was presented following the Fourth Order of Business. 

ELEVENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Committee Reports 

A. Security 

Mr. Forbes reported the following: 

➢ Hurricane season runs through November 30th; residents must take necessary steps to 

secure their homes. 

➢ To secure the community, locks are installed on the Morris Bridge gate from 10:00 p.m. 

to 6:00 a.m., when no guard is on duty. Rover activity had increased. 

6 



     

 

             

     

         

   

         

     

  

      

  

      

 

     
  

 
 

 

     
 

 
         

         

          

        

            

      

     

      

           

          

  

  

CORY LAKES CDD September 17, 2020 

➢ The next Security Committee meeting will be on October 15th at 7:00 p.m. Ms. Caitlin 

Parrish, the TPD Liaison, would attend. 

➢ Residents are urged to report any unusual activity, including idle security guards, to Mr. 

Hall, Ms. Schewe or Mr. Forbes. 

Per Mr. Castillo, Ms. Schewe would send an e-blast reminder to residents regarding the 

October 5th Security Meeting, including the Zoom information. 

B. Landscape Aquascape Facilities 

There being no report, the next item followed. 

C. Spirit Committee 

There being no report, the next item followed. 

TWELFTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Discussion/Consideration: Second 
Speeding Camera 

This item was deferred. 

THIRTEENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Discussion: Re-establishing Finance 
Committee 

Ms. Haque stated that several residents contacted her following the last meeting 

expressing interest in re-establishing the Finance Committee to review the budget, discuss 

future forecasting, consider future CDD projects, etc. The Finance Committee is not meant to 

oversee the Board; rather, it would offer suggestions in a formalized setting. Mr. Shah felt that 

the Board should set parameters, guidelines, goals and the term limit of the Chair. In response 

to Mr. Shah’s question of whether other CDDs have finance committees, Mr. Adams stated that 

none of his Districts have them. 

Discussion ensued regard whether a finance committee is necessary, devising a Mission 

statement, creating a scope of focus items, such as the paver project and the budget. Mr. 

Burman suggested creating a framework for the new Board to consider regarding re-

establishing the Finance Committee. 
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CORY LAKES CDD September 17, 2020 

FOURTEENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Approval of Minutes 

A. Board of Supervisors: August 20, 2020 

I. Summary of Motions 

Change “Prashant Reddy” to Prashant Bodhe” 

Attendees: Add “Caitlin Parrish, Dusyant Purohit, Anoop Reddy, Balchand Patel, Drew 

Aeyemay, Vish Anu, Sapish Guggilam, Rene Fontcha, A.G. Patel, Jim Taylor, Kishore Peter” 

II. Staff Directives 

III. Virtual Public Hearings and Meeting 

The following changes were made: 

Line 28: Insert “Caitlin Parrish” and “TPD Neighborhood Affairs Liaison” 

Lines 34, 35 and 36: Insert additional attendees “Dusyant Purohit, Anoop Reddy, 

Balchand Patel, Drew Aeyemay, Vish Anu, Sapish Guggilam, Rene Fontcha, A.G. Patel, 

Jim Taylor, Kishore Peter” 

Line 60: Change “Reddy” to “Bodhe” 

Line 130: Insert “in other communities” after “algae” 

Line 180: Change “Garcia” to “Gracia” 

Line 445: Change “Docs” to “Docks” 

Line 410: Change “at his cost” to “Mr. Guzman will provide at his cost” 

B. Sunshine Board Online Workshop: August 21, 2020 to September 16, 2020 (to be 

provided under separate cover) 

C. Other 

On MOTION by Mr. Burman and seconded by Mr. Woodards, with all in favor, 
the August 20, 2020 Board of Supervisors Staff Directives, as presented, 
Summary of Motions and Virtual Public Meeting Minutes, as amended, and the 
August 21, 2020 to September 16, 2020 Sunshine Board Online Workshop, as 
presented, were approved. 

FIFTEENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Acceptance of Unaudited Financial 
Statements as of July 31, 2020 

8 



     

 

      

  

 

       
 

   

         

   

         

   

    

         

 

           

          

      

          

  

     

      

       

          

   

        

 

   
 

         

     

          

   

CORY LAKES CDD September 17, 2020 

Mr. Adams presented the Unaudited Financial Statements as of July 31, 2020. The 

financials were accepted. 

SIXTEENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Staff Reports 

A. District Engineer: Johnson Engineering, Inc. 

There being nothing further to report, the next item followed. 

B. Office Administrator: Amanda Schewe 

Ms. Schewe presented the September Office Administrator’s Report and responded to 

questions regarding the upcoming Halloween event. 

C. Facilities Manager: John Hall 

Mr. Hall presented the September Facilities Manager Report and highlighted the 

following: 

➢ The main and backup pumps in the Capri Isle lift station must be replaced, at a cost of 

$14,000 for both pumps. Staff would send an e-blast to residents. 

The holiday decoration contract and animated Christmas tree were discussed. 

Mr. Shah asked for the monument on Morris Bridge and Cory Lake Drive to be power-

washed. 

Mr. Hall responded to questions regarding the Morris Bridge entrance and Cross Creek 

gate repairs, lighting issues at the tennis and volleyball courts and pickleball court repairs. 

D. District Manager: Wrathell, Hunt and Associates, LLC 

• NEXT MEETING DATE: October 15, 2020 at 6:00 P.M. 

o QUORUM CHECK 

The next meeting will be held October 15, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. 

SEVENTEENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Other Business 

Mr. Shah proposed holding a flag-raising ceremony, on November 11th at 10:00 a.m., to 

honor CLI veterans and pay tribute to POW and MIA service members and inviting all residents. 

Discussion ensued. Ms. Schewe would send an e-blast to the community and promote the 

Veterans Day event in the Islander. 

9 



     

 

             
            

           
       

  
 

             

          

         

       

           

               

           

        

      

       

           

 

       
 

      

 

            

            

        

       

     

        

      

             

        

        

CORY LAKES CDD September 17, 2020 

On MOTION by Mr. Shah and seconded by Mr. Burman, with all in favor, 
holding a Veterans Day ceremony on November 11, 2020 at 10:00 a.m., at the 
Beach Club parking lot, in honor of community veterans and families of fallen 
soldiers, and authorization to hold the ceremony annually, was approved. 

Ms. Haque asked if a message could be circulated when new items are posted on the 

Sunshine Board. Ms. Schewe stated this was discussed with the previous office Administrator. 

It was necessary to subscribe to the topic that was already made but she would confirm that 

with Mr. Spiro and advise at the next meeting. 

Mr. Shah asked if it would be a Sunshine Law violation to ask other Supervisors to 

review his posting. Mr. Adams stated it would be best for Board Members to email Ms. Schewe, 

prior to posting an item on the Sunshine Board, so an alert can be circulated. Discussion ensued 

regarding opening the Sunshine Board back up to resident interaction. 

Mr. Adams would include re-establishment of the Finance Committee and 

consideration of allowing residents to interact on the Sunshine Board on the November 19, 

2020 agenda. Ms. Schewe would send an e-blast promoting the upcoming November election. 

EIGHTEENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Public Comments (non-agenda items) 

Mr. Acoff urged the Board to be careful when discussing the CDD’s service contracts in 

meetings. 

Resident Roberta Carol stated several residents do not realize that it is their 

responsibility to trim palm trees in between the two times that the CDD trims them. Discussion 

ensued regarding reminding residents to trim trees, the summer months and the POA. Ms. 

Schewe would send an e-blast reminder to residents. 

Resident Harry Ramphal thanked the Board for the decision to honor CLI veterans on 

Veterans Day. He supported re-establishing the Finance Committee when the new Board is 

elected and expressed interest in joining. 

Resident Kara Greco agreed that residents should trim their palm trees and expressed 

her frustration with residents that block sidewalks with their vehicles, causing safety issues for 

bicyclists and wheelchair users. Discussion ensued regarding blocked sidewalks, the lack of TPD 

10 



     

 

    

          

           

    

        

       

               

     

         

               

          

            

     

 

     
 

    

      

 

   
 

        

 

 

 

 

  

CORY LAKES CDD September 17, 2020 

enforcement, towing, placing stickers on vehicles that block the sidewalk, the Covenants and 

Design Review Committee (DRC) rules. Ms. Schewe would send an e-blast and place a reminder 

in the Islander regarding blocking sidewalks. Mr. Forbes and Ms. Springer were asked to raise 

the issue with Ms. Parrish. 

Resident Carlos Guzman voiced his opinion that the COT is responsible for inferior 

pavers and should be held liable for the District’s roadway expenses; he felt that residents will 

be paying twice to renovate the roads. Discussion ensued regarding filing a lawsuit against the 

COT, the life expectancy of pavers and manhole repairs. 

Resident Parag Shah felt that the playground is unkempt and requires maintenance, 

stated that the reader board at Morris Bridge is down and voiced his support for the Veterans 

Day ceremony. Discussion ensued regarding playground maintenance and the leader board. 

The consensus was to create and display larger signs for the playground and tennis courts 

reminding people to pick up after themselves. 

NINETEENTH ORDER OF BUSINESS Supervisors’ Requests 

Mr. Burman suggested contacting the media to promote the upcoming Veterans Day 

ceremony. Mr. Shah would alert his local newspaper contacts. 

TWENTIETH ORDER OF BUSINESS Adjournment 

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m. 

[SIGNATURES APPEAR ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE] 
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